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Orange County CUE:  a Local AfÞliate 
of Computer-Using Educators

Our purpose is to provide a forum for educators to share ideas and to enhance the learning situation 
of students in public and private schools, pre-kindergarten through higher education.

OC CUE News  

Why I Returned to Orange County CUE Tech Fest...                                   
By: Mary Hall

I am an elementary computer lab teacher at Fairmont Private 
Schools in Anaheim Hills.  I love the OC CUE Fest each year.  I 

love the fact that it is only 
one day.  It is much easier, 
mentally, to sort through 
what I am taking back to the classroom and how I can use these new 
ideas when it’s only a one day conference.  I have found the sessions 
to be relevant and the presenters knowledgeable and approachable.  
Since the session sizes are smaller than the large CUE Conference in 
the spring, you can really ask questions and have discussions with the 
presenters, as well as other attendees.  The sharing of ideas and 
problem solving is one of the best parts about our local CUE festival!  I 
love that it is at a local school and I can check out their facility, which 
gives me new ideas on 

lab setup and what software others are using. The 2009 
Keynote Speaker, Jamie Knight, was so inspiring; it made 
me wish I was one of his high school students.  This year, 
Carol Anne McGuire and Mike Lawrence shared their 
experiences working with Rock Our World and the 
California Student Media Festival.  It was very inspiring to 
see teachers and students creating in these great digital 
environments.  I can’t close without saying how much fun 
the drawings are at the end of the day! This year was the 
first time I won something--a wonderful Epson printer!  If 
you haven’t attended a festival at your own local CUE, put 
it on your calendar for next year.  I assure you that once you attend, you will be hooked.

http://www.occue.org
http://www.occue.org
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From Our OC CUE President
Randy Kolset, Orange County Department of Education  

I have to say I am proud and excited to have been chosen as OCCUE President. This is an honor 
and a privilege to have the opportunity to continue to bring people together to build a strong 
coalition of knowledge and educational professionals in the Orange County area.

One of the best events to attend to build your enthusiasm in educational technology would be the 
Statewide CUE conference in Palm Springs. This event brings together ideas and opportunities that 
are practical, inspiring and on the cutting edge of emerging technologies. Every time I go to CUE I 

have come back with the attitude of "Yes, we are doing great things and I should Þnd new ways to innovate my 
classroom."

In this time of Þnancial difÞculty it is more important than every to continue to foster collaboration and connections with 
fellow educators using great support networks such as Orange County CUE (www.cuehub.org/ ), CUE (www.cue.org/ ), 
the Orange County Department of Education ( edtech.ocde.us/), and the California Discovery Educators Network 
(blog.discoveryeducation.com/california/ ). !In fact this was a focus of the CUE conference, building collaborations for 
teachers and students. A few of the sessions that I attended where on practical ideas such as Geocaching from a couple 
that called themselves the digital goonies !out of Texas (digitalgoonies.com/). !This session was an example of how 
teachers took a difÞcult concept such as understanding how a GPS works, creating lesson plans that built collaboration 
between students while supporting different curricular areas. !These problem solving lessons will be invaluable skills as 
students travel through the 21st Century.

One other session that I attended was presented by Jim Brazell (ventureramp.com/) on!Video Games in education. All of 
these games, by design, were ideal for collaboration. !Students did not experience a single individual trying to solve a 
problem but worked as teams trying to take care of a city that had experienced a natural disaster or a university that was 
suffering from a budget crisis. !All of these programs allowed students to work together, test theories, fail and learn with 
people from all over the world. !This is a whole new realm for most of us while our students are grabbing a hold of it and 
beginning to design their own interactions in worlds such as Second Life and giving us a new way to teach our students.

Online Learning would be a natural progression to Þnding alternative methods to reach our students. !I attended the 
ADEC Summit and the eLSIG meetings to discuss ideas on the progress of online education in California. !Online 
education allows teachers to provide individualized instruction, diverse learning, provides open access, and 
collaborations across the planet.!California's public school system continues to Þnd a solution in utilizing a medium that 
students desire. !If you are interested in staying informed about this progress follow ADEC ( www.adec.edu/ )!and eLSIG
(elsighome.ning.com/ ) interest groups.!

One of the last events that I experienced was the Student Technology Showcase. This event brings all of the ideas of the 
conference to a reality. !Students and Teachers present their technology projects from around the state. !Seeing the pride 
in these individuals is invaluable. !It let me know that in this time of difÞculty educators are still accomplishing what 
they set out to do which is inspire, engage, and create innovation in education. Check the Student Technology Showcase 
website to see what Orange County participants are doing (http://www.k12hsn.org/resources/showcase/gallery/
index.php/ocde/ ).

OCCUE will continue to support the educational community as it creates innovative programs that will foster 
collaboration, inspiration, and show the world that teachers are not stagnant as they continue to evolve to assist students 
through the 21st Century.

Lastly, the Board!thanks you for supporting OCCUE !(www.cuehub.org /) and invites you to !join!the active members who 
serve on the board and committees. Don't forget to join us at our April 22nd Spring event at OCDE where you can learn 
great ways to incorporate digital cameras into your classroom. We have more great events planned and would love to 
have you involved! !Please email!info@occue.org!if you are interested in !becoming more active in OCCUE!

-Randy Kolset

http://www.cuehub.org/
http://www.cuehub.org/
http://www.cue.org/
http://www.cue.org/
http://edtech.ocde.us/
http://edtech.ocde.us/
http://blog.discoveryeducation.com/california/
http://blog.discoveryeducation.com/california/
http://www.adec.edu/
http://www.adec.edu/
http://elsighome.ning.com/
http://elsighome.ning.com/
http://www.k12hsn.org/resources/showcase/gallery/index.php/ocde/
http://www.k12hsn.org/resources/showcase/gallery/index.php/ocde/
http://www.k12hsn.org/resources/showcase/gallery/index.php/ocde/
http://www.k12hsn.org/resources/showcase/gallery/index.php/ocde/
http://www.cuehub.org
http://www.cuehub.org
mailto:info@occue.org
mailto:info@occue.org
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The CUE Experience
The annual Computer Using Educators (CUE) Conference in Palm Springs, CA was an amazing opportunity 
to learn, share, and network with awesome educators from all over California.  Here are some experiences shared 
by some of our Orange County CUE Members...

CUE Through the Eyes 
of a Newbie (sort of)

By: Dennis Grice

I'm a school tech coordinator and a 15 year CUE 
attendee. This year I had unique opportunity to 
experience CUE through the eyes of a newbie. 
Instead of just myself I was able to bring 5 
teachers from my school - four of which were 1st 
time attendees. I helped them select sessions for 
Friday, but let them make their own choices for 
Saturday.! "Talk to people." I advised. "If you see 
something that looks interesting or fun, even if it 
has nothing to do with what you teach, go and 
learn."! They did. It was refreshing to observe 
their enthusiasm learning new tools, getting 
project ideas, and being inspired by amazing 
presenters like Rushton Hurley and closing 
keynote Carol Anne McGuire. Before they left 
Palm Springs they were already brainstorming 
how to use what they learned.! Looks like I'll be 
pretty busy when I return to school.

Solid as a Rock
By: Genny Kahlweiss

         

Randy Kolset, our new 
President, didn’t waste any 
time taking our OCCUE 
Board to new heights at the 
Boomers Fun Park Social, 
hosted by the Discovery 
Education Network during 
the CUE Conference in 
early March 2010!  Many 
CUE attendees enjoyed an 
evening of fun with go 
karts races, arcade games, 
food and a mystery fun 
activity to build 
networking among the 
educators. It was a time for 
CUE members to relax, see 
friends and to welcome 
newcomers to the 
conference.
CUE and the Discovery 
Education Network 
support teachers’ 
professional growth with 
moving forward while 
embracing 21st century 
learning.  I invite you to 
continue to check the 
www.occue.org website for 

upcoming events and the CA DEN and National DEN Blogs 
for many events throughout the year. 
http://blog.discoveryeducation.com/california/ 
http://blog.discoveryeducation.com/  

Become a ROCK STAR TEACHER Too!

!

OCCUE Spring Event
Digital Photography in the Classroom

            
April 22, 2010
4:00-6:00pm

Orange County Department of Education
200 Kalmus Dr. Costa Mesa, CA 92628 

Technology Center, Building B

•Learn how to use your own digital camera as a 
powerful learning tool in your classroom.

•Both PCs and Macs are welcome.
•No experience necessary. Please bring your 

own digital cameras and laptop.

Please register online at:
http://www.occue.org

http://www.occue.org
http://www.occue.org
http://blog.discoveryeducation.com/california/
http://blog.discoveryeducation.com/california/
http://blog.discoveryeducation.com/
http://blog.discoveryeducation.com/
http://www.occue.org
http://www.occue.org
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News from the CUE, Inc. 
Board of Directors 
Debra White,  
Board of Directors, CUE Inc.
 
Greetings Orange County CUE members.  This will probably be 
my final column as your Board Liaison as my second term of 
office ends in June of 2010. 
It has been a privileged and an honor, as a CUE member from 
Orange County, to serve with the dynamic CUE Inc. Board. 

Another Palm Springs CUE Conference has just ended, and as 
they have all been for me, it was an exciting event.  This year 
saw many new events.  The CUE Festival on Wednesday 
evening celebrated the best of the student media festivals from 
California and Nevada.  The Diverse Learners Symposium was 
held at the Hilton Hotel on all three days of the conference, and 
34 sessions took place during the conference.  This connection 
allowed CUE to expand its outreach to the Assistive Technology 
Community, and allowed CUE members to increase their 
knowledge of assistive technologies that support learning for 
students with disabilities.  Remember to visit the CUE 
Community to connect with other attendees, vendors and 
presenters as you follow up on the conference.
 http://community.cue.org.

CUE doesn’t end in Palm Springs.  Remember to check the CUE 
Inc. web site for information on several additional upcoming 
CUE Events.  April 15 – 17, 2010 is the Leadership 3.0 
Symposium in Santa Clara, CA.  This symposium is for 
Administrators with over 50 sessions presented by 
administrators.  May 12, 2010 from 4-7pm is the Southern 
California iPad in Education Workshop.  The workshop includes 
an iPad.  If you want a conference in Northern California save 
Nov. 5 & 6, 2010 for the Fall CUE Conference.  This conference 
will take place at American Canyon High School in Napa Valley. 
Concurrent Session applications are open until April 30, 2010.  
Visit the CUE Inc. web site for more information on these 
events. 

Last of all, VOTE for your CUE Inc. Board Representatives.  The 
election will again beheld online during the month of April.  
There are six outstanding candidates running for three open 
positions.  Make sure that your CUE membership is current as 
of April 1, 2010. 

California 
Student Media 
Festival
Jamie Annunzio, KOCE-TV

This is the year of the 44th 
annual California Student Media 
Festival.  There is still time to 
submit your students brilliant 
media projects. Check out 
www.mediafestival.org for more 
information on the festival and 
submission. Join us at the 
"Academy Awards style" 
celebration and awards 
ceremony on May 23rd at the 
Huntington Beach Library and 
Cultural Arts Center, where the 
winning projects will be 
revealed.  Top prizes are $1,000.  
(Thanks, Wells Fargo!) Special 
Prizes will be awarded this year 
to submission that contain 
California State Parks content. 

All media submissions must be 
turned in by Monday, April 12th.
We are looking forward to your 
entries!!!!

For more information, please 
visit www.mediafestival.org

http://community.cue.org
http://community.cue.org
http://www.mediafestival.org
http://www.mediafestival.org
http://www.mediafestival.org
http://www.mediafestival.org
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OC CUE Board 2010-2011
For contact info:  www.occue.org
OC CUE Board 2010-2011
For contact info:  www.occue.org
OC CUE Board 2010-2011
For contact info:  www.occue.org

Position Name E-mail

President Randy Kolset rkolset@occue.org

Past President Lainie (McGann) 
Rowell

lainie@occue.org

VPs of Program Dennis Grice
Genevieve 
Kahlweiss 

dgrice@stjohnsorange.org 
gennyrose1@aol.com

VP Business 
Relations 

Kristi Mead kristi.mead@occue.org 

Assistant VP 
Business Relations

Suzanne Wesp swesp@cox.net

Treasurer Janice Liegeois janice@occue.org

Secretary Sr. Kathleen 
McCuistion

kathleen@occue.org

Parliamentarian Jay Darakjian jdarakjian@aol.com

Grants Chair Linda Oaks lindaoaks@occue.org

Awards Chair Sean Williams seanwilliams10@gmail.co
m

Hospitality Chair Jamie Annunzio
Cathy Baumgartner
Jay Darakjian

jannunzio@koce.org
cbaumgartner@occue.org
jdarakjian@aol.com

Publications/Public 
Relations

Jamie Annunzio
Tony Spittell
Suzanne Wesp

jannunzio@koce.org
aspittell@gmail.com
swesp@cox.net

Web 
Communications

Chris Bell chris@occue.org

Historians Pat Lawrence PattyCUE@sbcglobal.net

Members at Large
Christine Olmstead
Jo Ann Teal
Linda Wickert

christine@occue.org
joteal@sbcglobal.net
lwickert@occue.org

Save the Dates
Great educational technology happenings right 
here in Orange County. Mark your calendars!

April 16th 
Administrator Day of Discovery

OCDE 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Free!

April 17th 
Teacher Day of Discovery                

Davis Elementary, Newport Mesa USD                       
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Free!

April 22nd 
Orange County CUE Spring Event   

Digital Camera Workshop                                 
OCDE - Building B                                                   
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.           

May 1st
San Gabriel Valley CUE Tech Fair

Village @ Indian Hill 
Conference Center, Pomona

8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
                          

May 12, 2010
iPads in Education Workshop

Technology Center
Saddleback Valley Unified School District

4:00 - 7:00 PM

June 16 - 18
Online Teaching Conference 2010

San Diego City College

                                 
November 5 - 6, 2010
CUE Fall Conference                                          

 Santa Clara, California

January 22, 2011
Orange County CUE Tech Fest 2011

Mater Dei High School

      
March 17-19, 2011 

CUE Spring Conference                                                  
Palm Springs, California                                      

Thanks to everyone 
who joined us for the 
Orange County CUE 
AfÞliate meeting at 
the CUE conference. 

A great time was 
had by all. 

http://www.occue.org
http://www.occue.org
http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53641
http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53641
http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53650
http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53650
mailto:rkolset@occue.org
mailto:rkolset@occue.org
http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53640
http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53640
http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53640
http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53640
mailto:lainie@occue.org
mailto:lainie@occue.org
http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53655
http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53655
http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53662
http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53662
http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53662
http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53662
mailto:dgrice@stjohnsorange.org
mailto:dgrice@stjohnsorange.org
mailto:%20gennyrose1@aol.com
mailto:%20gennyrose1@aol.com
http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53736
http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53736
mailto:kristi@occue.org
mailto:kristi@occue.org
mailto:swesp@cox.net
mailto:swesp@cox.net
http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53642
http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53642
mailto:janice@occue.org
mailto:janice@occue.org
http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53656
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http://www.cuehub.org/1382108251294877/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=53656
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mailto:kathleen@occue.org
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mailto:jdarakjian@aol.com
mailto:jdarakjian@aol.com
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First, I would like to thank the members of Orange 
County Computer Using Educators (OC CUE) for funding 
our grant. The opportunities this grant provided enabled 
my 6th grade students to complete a project entitled 
ÒNewscasts From the PastÓ. My goals were to implement 
project-based learning methods to inspire students to 
increase their reading and writing skills through research 
and writing scripts for their ancient newscasts. Six groups 
of 5 students Þlmed their newscasts and completed the 
projects by using green screen capability offered in iMovie 
08. Money that was awarded to us by OC CUE enabled us 
to purchase the Chroma Key Green Screen that was used 
as a backdrop for Þlming, a Canon camcorder, a snowball 
USB microphone, a DVD entitled ÒAncient EgyptÓ and a 
lighting system to prevent shadows. Other funds allowed 
me to purchase external wireless microphones. I would 
recommend using microphones because the students do 
not speak loudly enough when they are being Þlmed. I 
had designated a timeline of about 9 weeks to complete 
the project, but in the future, I will lengthen the time to 
about three months.

I am fortunate to work in a school that takes part 
in the Apple 1 to 1 program. Each student in my class has 
access to his own MacBook laptop. However, classrooms 
that have at least one computer with the capability of 
running iMovie can also implement this project. As the 
groups worked on their videos, they followed a rubric 
that we had discussed at the onset of the project. The 
students were extremely excited about using the 
camcorder, microphones, lighting system, and green 

OCCUE 2009 Grant Winner ÒNewscasts From the PastÓ

screen. These items provided motivation for them to do the 
research and outlining that was necessary for creating the 
storyboards and writing the scripts. I am spending more time 
this year on encouraging students to enrich the actorÕs lines 
with the inclusion of more historical facts. Also, the actors will 
work harder to memorize their lines. Another improvement 
will be for me to work with the students who will be 
responsible for Þlming the projects. We will experiment with 
using various camera angles and discuss perspective so the 
actors truly Þt in with the video background. A further 
suggestion would be to effectively use the Ken BurnÕs effect 
that is built into iMovie. The backdrop for the actors will be 
moving as in a video, so this effect will assist the students in 
staying within copyright guidelines. As noted, we learned 
valuable lessons last year with this initial implementation of 
this project, and we will use these insights to increase student 
learning and project development in the future.

The Þnal student videos were shared with teachers 
and administrators within as well as outside of my district, our 
school board, and the parents in the community we serve. It 
was exciting to share these projects and witness the pride my 
students felt. Teachers, Administrators, school board members 
and parents were amazed at the high level of accomplishment 
my students had attained. I also submitted on e of the videos 
to the California Student Multi-Media Festival last school year 
and plan to enter another one this year. All in all, it was an 
extremely valuable learning experience for my students and 
inspired my fellow teachers to emulate the learning 
experiences embedded in this model project.

Welcome Our Newest Orange County CUE Board Members

I have had the pleasure of working at Fairmont Private Schools since 2006. When I Þrst began, I 
taught P.E. and Junior High Computer Education at the Anaheim Hills campus. Currently, I teach 
Technology Education to students in grades 5-8, as well as Middle School Public Debate. I also 
coach the amazing Fairmont Forensic Society - Anaheim Hills Debate Team, of whom I am very 
proud! In 2008, I became the Instructional Technology Designer & Coordinator for all of our 
campuses. I graduated from Cal State University Fullerton with a degree in Psychology, and 
worked in the mental health industry for many years before discovering that, "I never knew I 
always wanted to be a teacher."  As an Instructional Technology Designer & Training Coordinator, I 
feel I am able to reach more students by training outstanding teachers to use educational 
technology tools for the 21st century classroom.  During the 2008-2009 school year, I became a 
STAR Discovery Educator, and for the 2009-2010 school year I was honored to be named the Vice 
President of the Orange County Debate League, as well as having been elected to the OC CUE 
board of directors as VP of business relations. On a personal note, I am ßuent in American Sign 
Language, and I became a grandma for the Þrst time on January 23, 2010 to my beautiful grandson, 
Pierce. 

By: Cathy Sutherland, Rowland UniÞed School District

Kristi Mead
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Sean currently teaches third grade for Placentia-Yorba Linda UniÞed School District as well as 
being adjunct faculty for the University of La Verne School of Teaching and Educational 
Leadership. He works with fellow teachers to incorporate technology in a meaningful way to 
their lessons to improve teaching and learning. Sean is also a trainer for the Orange County 
Department of Education and presents at educational conferences throughout the state, including 
the Computer Using Educators annual conference in Palm Springs for the past two years. Sean 
earned his Bachelors degree in Human Behavior from National University and continued his 
education to include a Masters Degree in Education with CLAD certiÞcation and Tier I 
Administrative Credential. 
!

Tony earned his BA in Communication Studies from Loyola Marymount University, his teaching 
credential from CSU Fullerton, and a MA in Educational Multimedia from Cal Poly Pomona. He 
began teaching in the Diocese of Orange and Los Angeles before moving into public schools.He is 
currently a Þfth grade teacher at Lord Baden-Powell School where he has been a Teacher of the 
Year. Tony is a technology leader in his school and district, continually looking for ways to 
integrate technology to help students meet the state standards. He is often found helping other 
teachers incorporate technology or motivating students with the dynamic Þlms he creates for the 
school.! When he isn't teaching, he can be found writing blogs and recording podcast segments as 
a correspondent for the Disney fan website www.disunplugged.com .! He is an OCDE technology 
instructor, Discovery Education Network Star teacher, Verizon ThinkÞnity trainer, and promotes 
the use of technology to help all students learn.

Chris currently serves as the technology coordinator & lead technology teacher for Julian 
Charter School, a K-12 independent study program. In this capacity, he oversees the online 
learning programs, staff and parent technology professional development, and explores the 
educational application of emerging technologies for personalized learning. Additionally, he is a 
consultant for online learning and an educational technology professional development trainer 
for the Orange County Department of Education. Chris is a Google CertiÞed Teacher, a Lead 
Learner for the CUEtoYOU Speakers Bureau, and co-chair of CUE's e-Learning SIG (eLSIG). He 
is generally found presenting at conferences around California on topics ranging from online 
learning to information literacy to social media in education and more. He is an enthusiastic 
self-directed learner who strives to inspire colleagues and students to become the same.
Chris earned his Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from San Diego State University and went 
on to earn a Multiple Subject Teaching Credential and a Master of Arts in Education. 

Jamie is the Education Services Manager at KOCE-TV, the PBS station in Orange County and 
Executive Director of KOCE Classroom. Jamie oversees all educational services and community 
outreach for the station, instructional programming for KOCE Classroom, and directs teacher 
training professional development for the Orange County educational community. She is a 
former classroom teacher, lead technology magnet teacher, and technology coordinator.! She 
has worked in educational technology for the last nine years and has taught in both Chicago 
Public Schools and ABC UniÞed. Jamie was also a school assessment coordinator and a 
member of the Chicago Public Schools computerized assessment implementation team. She 
truly enjoys working with and training educators, parents, and students on the exciting world 
of technology. Jamie received her BachelorÕs in Elementary Education from Northern Illinois 
University and her MasterÕs in Educational Technology from California State University. Long 
Beach. Jamie also has a Masters of Art in Educational Leadership and holds both a California 
administrative services credential and Multiple Subject Credential. Jamie received National 
Board CertiÞcation in Technology Education in 2009. She is a Discovery STAR Educator and the 
Associate Director of the California Student Media Festival. !

Sean Williams

Tony Spittell

Chris Bell

Jamie Annunzio:

http://www.disunplugged.com/
http://www.disunplugged.com/
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2010 OC CUE Awards
Each year Orange County CUE recognizes a few of its members and friends for their 
leadership in advancing student achievement using educational technology. In March 
we honored our 2010 award recipients at the annual Palm Springs CUE Conference. 

 

TILL Award
Steve Wozniak

Site Administrator Award
Jackie Pearce

Teacher of the Year Award
Jamie Knight

Gold Disk Award
Sr Kathleen McCuistion

Gold Disk
The Gold Disk focuses on the 
recipient's contributions to CUE and 
to technology in learning. Gold Disk 
recipients have made a significant 
long-term commitment to CUE and 
to its programs.

Sr Kathleen McCuistion
Sister Kathleen has been an active 
member of CUE for over 20 years, 
and she has been a key member and 
officer of the Board of Directors of 
Orange County CUE for the last 
eight years. A long-time local teacher 
of academic content and technology 
skills serving hundreds of students in 
kindergarten through adult education 
and community college, Sr. Kathleen 
has participated in California CUE 
Conferences and local CUE affiliate 
tech festivals for over 20 years, both 
volunteering and presenting. Most 
recently serving as Secretary of the 
OC CUE Board, she also has been 
active in providing professional 
development for the organization of 
technology teachers in the Catholic 
Diocese of Orange. One of her 
current duties for the Sisters of Saint 
Joseph in Orange, CA, is to serve as 
night supervisor at their shelter for 
homeless women, where she tutors 
residents in computer skills and helps 
move them toward employability and 
self-sufficiency. She has taught using 
Apple II, Macintosh, and Windows-
based computers, and she writes the 
“Teaching with the Internet” column 
in our own OC CUE Newsletter.

Outstanding Teacher
This award recognizes a classroom 
teacher who has made a noteworthy 
contribution to educational technology 
in a classroom setting, including 
creating standards-based curriculum 
using technology.

Jamie Knight
Jamie is the creator and director of the 
Commercial Recording Arts Dept. at 
Huntington Beach High School in the 
Huntington Beach Union High School 
District. This program provides his 
students with the experiences they 
will need to succeed in the real-world 
business of commercial music 
recording, and it serves as a model for 
other educators to emulate. Jamie’s 
background as a library/media teacher 
inspired him to devise a curriculum 
where the music instructor teaches 
composition, performance, and 
recording, and the video instructor 
teaches media skills. This year the 
program has moved into a newly-
modernized facility with a rehearsal/
recording space, a computer lab, two 
editing bays, and a television studio.  
The students create popular music and 
media through project-based learning 
and share their work via their own 
recordings and live performances. 
They learn how to be more creative 
through their music, and every year 
Jamie takes a group of students on the 
ultimate field trip to London and 
Liverpool, England, where the HBHS 
students play their music and walk in 
the footsteps of the Beatles. 

Site Administrator
of the Year
This award recognizes a school site 
principal for making a significant 
contribution to promoting the use of 
educational technology at her school.

Jackie Pearce
The principal at Robert C. Fisler 
School in the Fullerton School 
District, Jackie has implemented a 
highly-successful “1:1 Laptops for 
Learning” program in grades 2-8, 
and she conducts monthly tours for 
visiting educators. When opening 
this new school, her responsibilities 
included staffing, infrastructure, 
equipment, and meetings with 
parents. She has implemented a 
yearlong professional development 
plan featuring software tools that 
empower teachers to integrate 
technology into their classrooms. 
Also, she has created a partnership 
with California State University, 
Fullerton, to implement a student 
teacher block focusing on 1:1 Laptop 
Learning. She has instituted a series 
of Family Technology Nights, 
providing parents with the computer 
skills to assist their children at home. 
Through Jackie’s leadership, Fisler 
School has been named a California 
Distinguished School, a CUE 
Technology Showcase School, an 
AeA High-Tech Innovative School, 
an Apple Distinguished School, and 
a Project Tomorrow Speak Up 100 
School.

Technology in 
Learning Leadership
This award recognizes local, state, 
and national leaders in educational 
technology for their contributions to 
advancing the mission of CUE.

Steve Wozniak
Woz invented the Apple II computer, 
launching the personal computer 
revolution. The President of the 
United States awarded him The 
National Medal of Technology, the 
highest honor bestowed upon 
America’s leading innovators. He 
has been inducted into the Inventors 
Hall of Fame and was awarded The 
Heinz Award for Technology, the 
Economy, and Employment for 
“...lighting the fires of excitement for 
education in students and their 
teachers.” After leaving Apple 
Computer in 1985, Woz taught 5th 
through 9th grade students in Los 
Gatos, CA, for eight years, where he 
donated state-of-the-art computers 
and technology equipment including 
Internet access for every school in 
the district. Woz founded the 
Electronic Frontier Foundation and is 
a founding director of the San Jose 
Tech Museum, the Silicon Valley 
Ballet, and the Children’s Discovery 
Museum of San Jose. The recipient 
of eight honorary doctoral degrees, 
he is the subject of  a student-made 
documentary film, “Camp Woz: The 
Admirable Lunacy of Philanthropy.” 
His 2006 autobiography is iWoz: 
From Computer Geek to Cult Icon.
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On the Web
By: Sister Kathleen McCuistion

Geography
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/subjects/geography.htm     
Geography topics,  such as GPS.
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/Geography.htm      
Games for learning geography
http://www.yourchildlearns.com/us-state-maps.htm    
 Print labeled or unlabeled state maps, map puzzles,  print Òmega 
mapsÓ Ð 1 sheet to 7-foot long size;  world maps also; Very good.

History
http://www.tlsbooks.com/historyworksheets.htm     
History puzzles, word search, crosswords, & worksheets

Mathematics
http://www.softschools.com/grades/5thgrade.jsp      
worksheets & on-line practice and quizzes
http://www.prongo.com/         
Free games, e-cards, brain teasers 
http://www.ciakids.com/teachers/index.html       
Learn about a career as a chef, cooking methods, nutrition, math 
skills (fractions, units of measure), and Flavors around the world.
  ! ! ! !     
Language Arts
http://www.softschools.com/grades/5thgrade. jsp  
Word searches, quizzes, practice 

For Teachers:
http://www.brainpop.com/    
Games & movies about science, Math, English,
music & art;  Must sign up as member after trial.
http://www.scienceproject.com/   
Wealth of ideas for projects by category & by grades
http://www.thinkquest.org/judge/tq_volunteer_judge.pdf       
Volunteer  to judge studentsÕ websites for the ThinkQuest 
International competition beginning on April 14, 2008  and concludes  
May 5, 2008. A great way to learn how to make great websites.

If you have discovered a good website,  please send it to me to share 
with other teachers in the next OCCUE newsletter at  
kmccuistion@homemail.com 

Orange County 
Department of 

Education
Your Source for 

Professional 
Development

Do you know about the great 
classes the Orange County 
Department of Education is 
offering? They have sessions 

on everything from Grant 
Writing to Digital Storytelling 
to Interactive Whiteboards in 
the classroom, just to name a 

few. They also have FREE 
webinars. These are internet-
based informational courses 
that give you insight into the 

instructors and the information 
that will be presented in 

classes. All of the webinars are 
held Tuesday and Thursday 

from 3:30pm to 4:30pm. 
Teachers can even receive 

credit from California State 
University of Fullerton Credits 

through OCDE classes. 
Whether itÕs making movies 
with ßip cameras or learning

 about technology in the 
classroom Orange County 

Department of Education has 
classes for you. 

Check out 
http://register.ocde.us / 
for class registration and 

information.

mailto:kmccuistion@homemail.com
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/subjects/geography.htm
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/subjects/geography.htm
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/Geography.htm
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/Geography.htm
http://www.yourchildlearns.com/us-state-maps.htm
http://www.yourchildlearns.com/us-state-maps.htm
http://www.tlsbooks.com/historyworksheets.htm
http://www.tlsbooks.com/historyworksheets.htm
http://www.softschools.com/grades/5thgrade.jsp
http://www.softschools.com/grades/5thgrade.jsp
http://www.prongo.com/
http://www.prongo.com/
http://www.ciakids.com/teachers/index.html
http://www.ciakids.com/teachers/index.html
http://www.softschools.com/grades/5thgrade.jsp
http://www.softschools.com/grades/5thgrade.jsp
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CUE/OC CUE Member BeneÞts
Any individual who 
supports CUEÕs mission can 
become a member.  
Members include faculty, 
administration, and staff of 
public or private schools, 
colleges,  universities, and 

home schools, as well as individual friends of 
education in the business community. 
International, student, group, and retired 
memberships offer the same beneÞts as regular 
memberships at a discounted rate. To join OC 
CUE, you must join CUE and designate OC CUE 
as your local afÞliate. Register online at http://

www.cue.org .

¥ Discounted registration fees on state & local CUE 
events,

¥ Annual subscription to OnCUE magazine, published 
four times a year,

¥ Membership in one local afÞliate and any number of    
Special Interest Groups,

¥ Local newsletter, mini-conference, workshops, and 
news,

¥ Proactive education-friendly legislative advocacy 
services,

¥ CUE Up! email newsletter for advance notice and 
timely information,

¥ Discounted NECC registration and ISTE membership,

¥ Continuing Education credits available for 
participation in CUE events,

orange  county
comput er-using educat ors

http://www.cue.org
http://www.cue.org
http://www.cue.org
http://www.cue.org

